Call for Partners
Picture it: 

A Multi-Cultural Experience
Scope: 

Art has the unique ability to transcend cultures, creating a common language between people of different backgrounds.  It has been used for centuries to express personal perspectives and collective consciousness.  Photography, specifically, has been used to capture the cultural norms of more modern times; it has been vital in recording both the mundane and exciting moments of life.  These qualities make art a wonderful mechanism to teach and learn about different cultures.  With this understanding, Code-X International is developing a Youth Exchange which will use photography to teach youth across Europe about the different cultures around them; as well as giving them the opportunity to display their own culture.  Picture it: A Multi-cultural Experience, will bring youth together and teach them about photography while giving them the chance to create culturally inspired photos.
Rationale:

Globalization affects more than political and economic policies; it means cultural awareness has become much more important.  Today’s youth are growing up in a diverse world, and by learning about others cultures, youth become more tolerant and accepting of others.  This project will give youth the opportunity to learn about different cultures in Europe, while also teaching them about their own culture.  Photos will be used to give a real depiction of life in different countries around Europe.  We especially encourage the participation of migrant youth, as this can help them to learn about the new culture in which they now live.
Objectives:

-Give youth the tools to express their cultural awareness through photography
-Teach youth about different cultures around them 
-Give Migrant youth the opportunity to learn about the new cultures in which they live
-Teach youth about photography techniques and methods
Outcomes:

-Youth will have learned about different cultures through a variety of visual and oral aids
-Youth will have learned basic photography and photo journalism skills
-Youth will have created a photography book which depicts the different cultures in Europe.
Target Group:

This project will target European youth who want to learn more about art and society.  These youth should have an interest in photography or photo journalism.  We greatly encourage the participation of migrant youth, and those with fewer opportunities.  
Work Plan:

This project has been developed as a Youth Exchange, Action 1.1.  
· Preparation Phase 
The preparation phase of this project is quite important.  Each youth participant will be sent two disposable cameras, and asked to take pictures of people, place and things which represent their culture.  From restaurants serving traditional food, to country landscapes, to family photos, each youth will be able to create a visual depiction of how they experience their culture.  These disposable cameras must then be sent back to Code-X so that the photos can be developed and prepared for the youth exchange.
` 
· Project Implementation

The Participating youth will travel to the Netherlands where the project will be held.  Here their photos will be used during informal training and different inter-cultural learning activities.  Youth will analyze their own photos to understand how they perceive their culture; and they will study the photos of others to learn about the different cultures around them.

Other activities will include a tour of Amsterdam to learn about Dutch culture.  The youth will them be allowed to explore different Dutch cities, with a new disposable camera, and take photos of what they think represents Dutch culture.  They will be able to utilize the photography skills that they have learned and apply them immediately. 

· Project Dissemination
The final activity of this project will be the creation of a booklet in which the youths’ photos will be placed. This photography book will be a collaboration of each of the participating youth, and done with the expertise and help from an accomplished, Photographer.  This photographer specializes in photography as a tool to experience different cultures, and has worked in Cuba, LA, Brazil, Israel and Palestine, to name a few.  These books will be available for the participating youths’, their sending organizations, and other interested parties.
Cost involved:
We are applying for funding via the Youth in Action Programme, Action 1.1.  You will be expected to pay for your own travel insurance and 30% of travel cost.
Who Can Apply:

We are looking for Partners within the European Union.  Each partner organization can send a max of four youths (16-25 years old), as well as one group leader.
Interested Organizations should email a letter of motivation to myeisha@code-x.nl by 

6 September, 2010.  Please also fill out the attached Part III and email us a scanned copy.  Those chosen will be asked to mail in the original at a later date.
